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OCEAN INSTITUTE

EXPERIENCE IS THE TEACHER





San Clemente Resident Harry Agger Named 

Ocean Institute’s 2009 Volunteer of the Year

SAN CLEMENTE, CA, May 5, 2009 – The Ocean Institute is pleased to announce that Harry Agger of San Clemente has been selected as its 2009 Volunteer of the Year.  Agger has been a volunteer since 2002, greeting visitors at the information booth, helping out with special events and volunteer training, and assisting with the Institute’s overnight and weekend programs. 

Volunteer Director Linda Blanchard remarked, “Harry has raised the bar for service and dedication.  He is a man of quick wit who enthusiastically shares with us his knowledge and experience.”

Agger has also worked to improve the Institute’s robotics labs, providing thousands of visitors and students the opportunity to explore deep-sea technology.  Blanchard noted, “He is our ‘Good Doctor’…he intuitively recognizes and mends our technical maladies, and his weekly check-ups keep our ROV’s healthy and our staff and visitors happier than ever.”

Agger is originally from Manchester, England.  He moved to the United States in 1965, and has lived in both Texas and Southern California.  

Before coming to San Clemente in 2002, he served as a docent the Houston Zoo and Museum of Natural Science.  He and wife Valerie began volunteering at the Institute at the suggestion of a friend.  In addition to their work at the Institute, he and Valerie serve as volunteer tide pool monitors at Crystal Cove.

Agger remarked, “I’ve enjoyed my time at the Institute.  For years, my career was in the physical sciences.  It’s nice to be involved on the biological side.”

Additional volunteers for the Ocean Institute are always welcome.  Contact Linda Blanchard at (949) 496-2274, ext. 221.

Founded in 1977, the Ocean Institute is a non-profit organization dedicated to ocean preservation through education, setting the standard for educational excellence and serving as a leading resource for universities, museums, teachers and all others seeking to increase their knowledge of the ocean.  The Ocean Institute is open to the general public on weekends, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.  Cost:  $6.50 adults, $4.50 children (ages 4-12), Ocean Institute members free.  Unique maritime and ocean-themed items are available in the Chambers Gallery everyday, 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. Institute address: 24200 Dana Point Harbor Dr., Dana Point.  Website: www.ocean-institute.org.  Phone: (949) 496-2274.

2008 Business of the Year – The Dana Point Chamber of Commerce has selected the Ocean Institute as Dana Point’s “Business of the Year.”  The award recognizes the positive contribution the Ocean Institute has made to the Dana Point community.
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Information: 	Jim Graves, (949) 719-0588


Harry Agger, (949) 481-3166











