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“By the Great Horn Spoon!” Overnight Program

LINKS TO CALIFORNIA HISTORY – SOCIAL SCIENCE CONTENT STANDARDS

All Ocean Institute programs are based around California Content Standards.  The activities and 
investigations that your students participate in during the “By the Great Horn Spoon!” Program coincide with 
the concepts being taught back in your classroom.

Here is a list of the general California History-Social Science Content Standards that are included in the “By 
the Great Horn Spoon!” Program.  

4.1 Students demonstrate an understanding of the physical and human geographic features that 
define places and regions in California. 

1. Explain and use the coordinate grid system of latitude and longitude to determine the absolute 
locations of places in California and on Earth. 

2. Distinguish between the North and South Poles; the equator and the prime meridian; the tropics; and 
the hemispheres, using coordinates to plot locations. 

4.3 Students explain the economic, social, and political life in California from the establishment of the 
Bear Flag Republic through the Mexican-American War, the Gold Rush, and the granting of 
statehood. 

1. Identify the locations of Mexican settlements in California and those of other settlements, including 
Fort Ross and Sutter's Fort. 

2. Compare how and why people traveled to California and the routes they traveled (e.g., James 
Beckwourth, John Bidwell, John C. Fremont, Pio Pico). 

3. Analyze the effects of the Gold Rush on settlements, daily life, politics, and the physical environment 
(e.g., using biographies of John Sutter, Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo, Louise Clapp). 

4. Study the lives of women who helped build early California (e.g., Biddy Mason). 

5. Discuss how California became a state and how its new government differed from those during the 
Spanish and Mexican periods. 

4.4 Students explain how California became an agricultural and industrial power, tracing the 
transformation of the California economy and its political and cultural development since the 1850s. 

1. Explain how the Gold Rush transformed the economy of California, including the types of products 
produced and consumed, changes in towns (e.g., Sacramento, San Francisco), and economic 
conflicts between diverse groups of people. 

2. Discuss immigration and migration to California between 1850 and 1900, including the diverse 
composition of those who came; the countries of origin and their relative locations; and conflicts and 
accords among the diverse groups (e.g., the 1882 Chinese Exclusion Act). 


