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4.2 Students describe the social, political, cultural, and economic life and interactions among people of

California from the pre-Columbian societies to the Spanish mission and Mexican rancho periods.

Discuss the major nations of California Indians, including their geographic distribution, economic activities,
legends, and religious beliefs; and describe how they depended on, adapted to, and modified the physical
environment by cultivation of land and use of sea resources.

Describe the Spanish exploration and colonization of California, including the relationships among soldiers,
missionaries, and Indians.

Describe the mapping of, geographic basis of, and economic factors in the placement and function of the
Spanish missions; and understand how the mission system expanded the influence of Spain and
Catholicism throughout New Spain and Latin America.

Describe the daily lives of the people, native and nonnative, who occupied the presidios, missions,
ranchos, and pueblos.

Discuss the role of the Franciscans in changing the economy of California from a hunter-gatherer economy
to an agricultural economy.

Describe the effects of the Mexican War for Independence on Alta California, including its effects on the
territorial boundaries of North America.

Discuss the period of Mexican rule in California and its attributes, including land grants, secularization of
the missions, and the rise of the rancho economy.

4.3 Students explain the economic, social, and political life in California from the establishment of the

Bear Flag Republic through the Mexican-American War, the Gold Rush, and the granting of
statehood.

Compare how and why people traveled to California and the routes they traveled.
Analyze the effects of the Gold Rush on settlements, daily life, politics, and the physical environment.

Discuss how California became a state and how its new government differed from those during the Spanish
and Mexican periods.

4.4 Students explain how California became an agricultural and industrial power, tracing the
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transformation of the California economy and its political and cultural development since the 1850s.

Explain how the Gold Rush transformed the economy of California, including the types of products produced
and consumed, changes in towns (e.g., Sacramento, San Francisco), and economic conflicts between
diverse groups of people.

Discuss immigration and migration to California between 1850 and 1900, including the diverse composition
of those who came; the countries of origin and their relative locations; and conflicts and accords among the
diverse groups (e.g., the 1882 Chinese Exclusion Act).
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